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Dr. Jonathan Rushton graduated from Cambridge, specialising in animal production and nutrition, and
obtained a Masters in agricultural economics from the University of Reading, focussing on the impact
of endemic and contagious diseases on smallholder dairy sector in India. He then joined the Veterinary
Epidemiology and Economics Research Unit, University of Reading, where he studied animal health
economics in Europe and Africa. For his PhD, he worked on the role of livestock in mixed farming
systems of India and Kenya, developing household and herd simulation models from field data.
In 1997, he joined an epidemiology and disease surveillance project in Bolivia, where he assessed the
impact of major livestock diseases on production and marketing systems. Through a consultancy
company, he also implemented projects on livestock development and animal health in Bolivia, Latin
America, Africa, UK and Nepal, working with a range of organisations such as FAO, EU, ILRI, etc. He
moved to FAO in 2006, and was part of a team dealing with H5N1 influenza threats and socio-economic
impact, cost-effectiveness of surveillance and vaccination, and the use of value chain analysis to
refine and improve risk assessments.
In 2009, he moved to the Veterinary Epidemiology, Economics and Public Health Group at the Royal
Veterinary College, London, where he worked on animal health, food systems and One Health in
Europe, Africa and Asia, and the use of antimicrobials and AMR in livestock sector.
Since 2016, at the Institute of Infection and Global Health, University of Liverpool, he has been
studying how food systems influence health through pathogen emergence as well as flow of food for
human consumption and impacts on the environment.

